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Coming Soon from ABC You Can Draw

Cartoons

“Cartoons” is a
new collection
of fun drawing
lessons available
soon for digital
download

Question: How can you be sure to get your
hands on a copy?
Answer: Everyone who purchases a book
from www.abcYouCanDraw.com in 2017
will automatically receive “Cartoons”
when it is released!

www.abcYouCanDraw.com

Art Pictorial

Art Activation Pictorial
ukulele winners painting their prizes

The Southbank Spruke Festival was
a weekend of colourful creations,
music & fireworks!
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contributors
ALBERT LAM Dip PP(UK), FMPA(UK), FSWPP(UK),
AMPA(UK), HonFSCPS Albert Lam founded Al Studio
in 1990. Acclaimed as the “Dark Horse of Asia” by
Britain’s prestigious Master Photographers Association,
Albert Lam is a professional master-photographer
par excellence. Fellowship with both the Master
Photographers (FMPA) and Society Of Wedding & Portrait
Photographers (FSWPP) of United Kingdom. UK Master
Commercial & Industrial Photographer of the Year 2000
and Singapore Master Photographer Of The Year 2006. Honary Fellow
member of the Singapore Colour Photographic Society (HonFSCPS).
“Lam possesses an intuitive gift and talent that are honed by more than
27 years of professional photographic experience behind his cameras.
Lam is renowned for excellence in technique, lighting and composition.
His creativity and understanding of the art of professional photography
is extended with his masterful approach to architecture, portraiture
and commercial stills. Lam applies a wide range of camera formats as
deemed fit to produce works to suit clients’ requirements.”
The depth and detailing of each piece of work is a telling hallmark of his
passion and understanding of the medium, subject matter and visual
depiction of his composition. The photographic images Lam creates have
won awards for his clients. His works can be seen in leading publications
such as Singapore Institute of Architects Year Book, BCA awards, Building
Review Journal, Contemporary Singapore Architecture and Singapore
Beyond 2000. His repertoire includes aerials, advertising, architecture
(interiors and exteriors), corporate communications collateral and
executive portraiture.”
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editor’s diary
It’s the Christmas edition!
What a joy is Christmas...
especially for a magazine about
travel, art and life.

T

ravel - In this edition we
continue the journey with Keith
Trotter as he explores the
rugged outback of Australia on The
Big Lap.
The Christmas markets of Europe
allow us to frolic in the concept of
a wintery, chilly Christmas like you
see on cards, wrapping paper and in
movies.
Where’s all the classic rock music
fans? You get to hear the inside
scoop on what it’s like to be a rocker
musician on a sellout themed cruise.
This issue showcases real stories
by real travellers as they get out and
explore the big
wide world. So
let us take you
there now...
read on.
rt - What
would
it be
DIARY PIC. Serious bling
on a Splendida Christmas
like to work as
cruise from Marseille.
The steps are filled with
a professional
crystals and LEDs.
photographer?
Well we have
asked one Internationally awarded
photographer who is based in
Singapore. He shares some great
tips for getting the most out of your
photos, as well as what it takes to
make it in the competitive world of
professional photography.
One other fabulous art, book
illustration, is also featured in a
selection of reviews based on
spectacular picture books. Not only
are we showcasing the incredible
illustrations but we are running three
giveaways of gorgeous books in the
reader rewards segment. To go into
the draw, just tell us which ones you
like, and why. Too easy.

A
Keith Trotter is a freelance writer and
photographer on an epic journey with his
wife, a bespoke caravan and a 4WD.
He continues to share his great
adventure with us in a series of articles
about remote communities and iconic
destinations, as he makes new friends
and visits old buddies on his grand tour
of Australia.
To see Keith’s contribution to this issue,
read part 2 of “The Big Lap”.

©All rights reserved. No material published in this
magazine may be reproduced in whole or in part without
prior written authority. Every endeavour is made to
ensure the information contained herein is correct at
time of distribution. No responsibility is accepted for lost
manuscripts, artwork or images. Creative Traveller is
published quarterly - ABN 61688266954, PO Box 5509
Stafford Heights Q 4053

L

ife - What you really need at
this time of the year are some
pointers to help you stay fit and
in control of healthy eating over the
Christmas holidays. Done! Go straight
to the back page for a simple list of
easy ways to get through the season
of feasts without straining the belt
buckle.
Business life takes a look at one
woman’s courage and determination
to make a go of an untested business
concept. The rewards are many, as
you’ll discover when you read about
the joys of running a puppy day care
centre.
ontributors.
A million
thanks to
our wonderful
contributors for
the stories they’ve
shared, the amazing
photographs,
the insights, the
inspiration and the
laughs. Thanks team.
Because of these
wonderful people you can enjoy
another positive and joyfull foray
into reading bliss and as usual our
magazine is full of cool stuff you won’t
get anywhere else.

C

“It’s not what
you look at
that matters,
it’s what
you see”

Happy Travels!

Henry David Thoreau

Jenni Onn, Editor & Creative Director
Jenni.Onn@CreativeTravellerMag.com
facebook.com/Editor.CreativeDirector
@jenni_onn

Tate Modern Christmas Market, London
Image © Trevor Onn
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Travel Europe

“Welcome to Christmas”
European winter Markets
Hot chocolate, pretty lights and smoky food aromas. It’s time to get
your Ho Ho Ho on with Jenni and Trev Onn as they explore some
gobsmackingly gorgeous Christmas Markets in Europe.

A

visual Christmas feast for a
lifetime of happy memories.

The early morning arrival at
Heathrow is most welcome after one
of the longest long haul flights that
it’s possible to do on this stunning
blue planet.
Memories of yesterday’s heatwave
are blast chilled away as we step into
the open air of a glorious European
winter. Christmas messages
projected onto the paved road below
us sweep past in cheery greeting.
Another sign at the airport reads,
“Welcome to Christmas”. That says it
all really.

heathrow to paddington
Like the savvy travellers we are,
we wait the extra ten minutes
for the Heathrow Connect train
to Paddington Station. The early
morning frost adds a sharp clear light
to the wintery day we see outside.
Vapour trails criss-cross the distant
sky in that familiar European way we
love so much.
At Paddington we decide to be
a little kind to ourselves and the
peak hour commuters, so we take
an iconic Black Cab to our hotel
at Blackfriars. Check-in is swift.
Excitement vies with exhaustion,
and the bed looks so comfortable,
but hey it’s London outside! Let’s
explore!
Around the corner we discover the
Ale & Pie pub. Eggs benedict and
lattes. Very nice.
Next a short walk along the banks
of the Thames finds us at the Tate
Modern Christmas Market.
4
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Now we’re talking! Lolly shops, hot
chocolates, Christmas ornaments,
gifts and treasures abound, not
to mention the open fire cooking
of roast meats, potatoes, garlic
mushrooms and German sausages.
What does one do when presented
with such an array after a 24 hour
flight? We buy some lollies and go
back to our room for a kip.

“English
mustard is

HOT!”
Several hours later we return to the
Christmas market and feast on roast
turkey, roast pork, apple sauce,
potatoes and English mustard. A
note to the unwary here. English
mustard is HOT! A big gob of it on
one’s potatoes becomes a Russian
roulette of sorts. Which bits will
deliver tasty morsels and which bits
will smack me in the head?

01 Winter Wonderland, London
Image © Trevor Onn

hot chocolate
After the pleasure and pain of the
Christmas roast dinner we opt for a
couple of steaming hot chocolates.
Mine is bedecked with miniature pink
and white marshmallows while Trev
goes for one slathered with whipped
cream and topped with a Flake
chocolate. For heaven’s sake “we’ve
got a lot of eating to do over the next
few weeks” thinks me. In hindsight I
need not have worried. Eight to ten
hours of walking Christmas markets
every day is a sure fire way to combat
hot chocolate overload.
Some markets are more about
organic produce, artisan bread and
brewed coffee. These markets tend
to be year round offerings such
as the delightful organic growers
market at Sloane Square and the
famous Borough Market. Of course
we sample and explore these as well.
Winter Wonderland
One Christmas market of note is, of
course, Winter Wonderland. Set up
in Hyde Park this market has grown
into an extravaganza with roller
coasters, live music, street food, the
UK’s largest outdoor ice skating rink,
circus shows, Cinderella on Ice and
over 100 other rides and attractions
including my favourite, the carousel
bar. Yes it is a carousel and it is a bar.
How cool is that!
Well I have another favourite thing,
and that is the German sausage
stands with cow udder sauce
dispensers. A thing to note here is
that the mustard does not blow one’s
head off but it can splatter a bit so
stand clear when milking the sauces.

02 Winter Wonderland, London
Image © Trevor Onn

Open air fire pits
With bun, wurst and the important
mix of tomato sauce and mustard,
there’s nothing better than to take
a seat in a Bavarian Village timber
hut and enjoy the warmth from one
of many open air fire pits. Here’s
something remarkable. Winter
Wonderland has free entry. Yep, hard
to believe but it’s true! Of course
the food, rides and some attractions
are for purchase but you can
literally immerse yourself in Winter
Wonderland Christmassiness for zero
pounds, should you so desire.
A Christmas article wouldn’t be
complete without mentioning the
lights. From Regent Street to Oxford
Street and pretty much every other
street, London does Christmas lights
on a grand scale. They glisten like
fairies overhead. In fact their angelic
figures are outstandingly impressive
with outstretched wings spreading
from footpath to footpath, dwarfing
the bright red London buses and
offering a particularly pretty contrast
at the same time.
And what trip to London would be
complete without tasting oysters at
Harrod’s famous Oyster Bar, riding
the London Eye, oo-ing and ah-ing

at the Tower of London, taking in
The Phantom of the Opera at Her
Majesty’s and delighting in the
animatronic Tyrannosaurus Rex at
the Natural History Museum? These
joyous gems may feature in a future
article but for now we must return to
the task at hand…
After a glorious few days in
England, including a wonderful
trip to Bath and Stonehenge, and a
fabulous early Christmas lunch with
family (who thought our hot English
mustard experience hilarious) we
Eurostar it under the channel to
Paris, favourite city of many Earth
inhabitants, with good reason.

Next stop Paris
How much can one waffle on about
Paris? A lot. Let’s just say it is
beloved by many who really know a
good thing when they see it.
First stop Stohrer on Rue
Montorgueil for Baba au Rhum.
This is the place of origin for these
delectable mounds of liquidy
deliciousness.
The only thing that can compete
with a Baba au Rhum is a Baba
Chantilly. That’s a rum soaked cakeish confection topped with Chantilly
cream.
Oh yeah.

creative

Continued over

03 Regent
Street,|London
Traveller
Travel
Art | Life
Image © Trevor Onn

4

5

Continued from page 5

04 Raclette, Champs Elysees, Paris
Image © Trevor Onn

Paris Markets
Rue Montorgueil is a market street all year round
and Christmas brings out the pretty lights as well as
raspberries, redcurrants, cranberries and all manner of
edibles at the peak of perfection.
From here it is an easy walk to Le Louvre and Jardin
des Tuileries, at the end of which a tall white ferris wheel
at Place de la Concorde marks the entrance to Villages
des Noel, the Christmas market that spans both sides of
the road all the way along the Champs Elysees.
The Champs Elysees is generally considered to be the
most beautiful street in the world. At this time of the year
it sparkles with even more lights and when topped off
with rows of tiny white chalets selling every imaginable
comestible along with furry beanies, handmade toys and
sculptured jewellery it is truly a feast for the eyes.
Other markets we have known
Another city with a memorable backdrop to its
Christmas market is Marseille. From the window of our
hotel it is difficult to say if the market is more beautiful
in the pink Mediterranean light of dawn or at night
when the giant wheel glows a bright white atop the tiny
Marche de Noel chalets. Take a look at our photos and
decide for yourself.
Each day a Christmas parade makes its way along the
main street. Colourful and unusual characters such as
a giant tin man dressed in a Santa suit dance along to
music performed by steel drum and Mariachi bands.
I guess it makes sense to somebody. Anyway it is
Continued on page 84
certainly colourful.
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05 Marseilles at dawn
Image © Trevor Onn

06 Marseilles at night
Image © Trevor Onn

07 Eiffel Tower in Winter, Paris
Image © Trevor Onn
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Barcelona
Beneath the spectacular Sagrada
Familia in Barcelona is a tiny
Christmas market that seems to
realise it cannot compete with
Antoni Gaudí’s masterpiece. A row
of simple little huts selling pretty
carved figurines sit quietly beneath
the incredible sculpted church with
its many stone towers bearing carved
and painted fruit. One tower bears a
stone tree covered in white doves.
The Sagrada Familia’s mesmerising
design looks like a giant fantasy
castle made of wet sand. On the day
I purchase a carved miniature hen.
It’s meant to be a part of a nativity
scene, but to me it is special because
of the memory of the place itself.
Other markets branch out along
Las Ramblas, the central pedestrian
street in Barcelona’s main shopping
district. These are regular food
markets dressed up for the season
and are full of delicious goodies for
home cooks and tourists alike.
Tunisia
While Tunisia is actually in North
Africa, it is included it here because
of it’s position on the shores of
The Mediterranean. The Medina in
Tunisia’s Sidi Bou Said can’t really be
called a Christmas market either, but
it is a market none the less, and full
of all sorts of colourful and desirable
items for purchase.
08 Not for sale, Sidi Bou Said, Tunisia
Image © Trevor Onn
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The stall holders range from
charming to terrifying, and after
one particularly stressful haggle
I mention to Trev that I feel as
though we’d had a run in with a bad
guy from Raiders of the Lost Ark.
Sometime later we watched the
aforementioned movie and surprise,
surprise, part of it was filmed in
Tunisia. My subconscious must have
remembered it and, well, I reckon
the fellow in question might have
been an extra. To show for it I have
my favourite piece from that trip, a
mosaic of dolphins. It is a replica of
the original one in the Bardo National
Museum. Trev picked up some
painted tiles that he loves to bits and
I also bought some jewellery, most
of which has turned out to be fake,
but that’s what you get for bargaining
with a scary guy. On a happier note I
have a tube of delicious perfume that
I absolutely love.
The funniest interaction at this
market is when the most gorgeous
fluffy ginger cat strolls across our
path and we start cooing over his
cuteness then suddenly a stall
holder grabbs him up and places him
tastefully across the Persian rugs he
wants us to buy. It still makes me
laugh to think about it. The fact that
the cat is obviously well fed and well
cared for tells me that although the
stall holders look scary there must
be soft hearts among them.

Rome
In Rome the Christmas markets are a
riot of colour with bright decorations
and even brighter sweet treats on
display. They have to be good. If
you can drag yourself away from the
must do archaeological sites and
classical fountains you’re doing well.
For us it was all about the Pantheon,
the Colosseum and the Fountain of
Trevi, but we still snapped a few pics
of the markets for you to see.

10 Pencil earrings, Genoa
Image © Trevor Onn

Genoa
Genoa, ah Genoa, what a lovely city
you are. In the Christmas markets
of Genoa I find a stall selling
coloured pencil earrings. What a
cute thing. The giant tree in the
central square is dwarfed by the
huge round fountain. I like that the
permanent feature is the best thing
to see in the square. The nearby
massive, ornately carved cathedral
is also a permanent feature. I
recommend popping in to check that
out as well. Be respectfully quiet. It
is not a tourist attraction.
Conclusion
There is talk that the Champs Elysees
market in Paris is no more. Now that’s
a shame. This serves to enforce the
need to get out and explore all that is
wonderful while it lasts!
Well that’s a wrap. Yes there are
many more fabulous markets to visit
in Europe. If you have a particular
favourite tell us about it. Even better,
send in a photo and you may see it
featured in a future edition.
As always…
Happy travels,
Jen

09 Christmas market in the eternal city, Rome
Image © Trevor Onn
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Travel Cruise

Rock The Boat

from the inside - one musician’s perspective
Most cruise fans have heard of Australia’s biggest rock ’n’ roll festival at
sea. Rock The Boat 2017 featured many rock legends including Status
Quo and our own favourite (and very modest) local travelling muso
Greg Richards, who shares his experience in this story.

D

eparting from Sydney, Royal
Caribbean’s Radiance of
the Seas headed off to New
Caledonia with a whole swag of
famous bands and their adoring
fans - happy cruisers willing to pay
more than the normal cruise fare to
schmooze with their music idols.

Greg’s impressions
before the cruise
“Most of the people couldn’t care if it
was going up and down the Brisbane
River. The majority have booked for
the bands.

Greg E.
& Jon Stevens

Images © Greg Richards
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Greg’s insights
after the cruise
There was a certain amount of
“mingling” of musos but the upper
crust had their own VIP bar/lounge,
so they didn’t have to be bothered by
people coming up to them all
the time.
It appears that Jon Stevens, and
1 or 2 of his band actually flew to
Noumea and hopped onto the
ship there just for the return few
days! They apparently had a
gig in Brisbane on Friday night!
Our keyboard player managed
to have a photo taken with Jon
Stevens.
Angry Anderson and Suze
DeMarchi (singer from Baby
Animals) often ate a table or
two away from us, but none of us
wanted to be “that guy”, who races
over and annoys them while they are
eating with their families.
on being awesome
I spoke briefly to Jack Jones at a
bar one night, and he seems like a
very quiet, humble fellow, and in
fact most of the musos I met were
amazingly “normal”.
John Edwards (Bass player from
Status Quo) and Francis Rossi (guitar
singer Status Quo) were watching
our band’s set on Saturday, and John

Little Steely Brothers
prepare to embark.
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There are at least 30 bands
performing on the ship, (Status
Quo, Radiators, Jon Stevens, John
Swan, Baby Animals, Etc.) and the
tickets are dearer than a normal 8
day cruise, so I don’t know whether
there’ll be too many people getting
off in port!”

01 A special selfie for the Christmas edition.
Image © Albert Lam

Edward’s approached us afterwards,
and said we were awesome, (I’m
sure he was just being nice!), and
amazingly he came back to catch
our set on the Sunday, and brought
the keyboard player and their sound
guy with him! The guitarist from the
Radiators, and also 2 members of the
Baby Animals were at our gigs too,
with the latter on the dance floor!
The VIP cocktail party
The management put on a VIP
Cocktail Party for the entertainers
on the 2nd night of the cruise, and
there were about 100 people there.
The bass player from Status Quo
was there, as were 2 of the radiators,
Jack Jones, some of the Baby
Animals, and several other acts such
as ourselves.

“the whole

experience
was a

pinch me
moment”
Basically, the whole experience
was a “pinch me” moment! Flying
to Sydney with our guitars etc. and
from the moment we boarded the
ship, we were treated well. Perhaps
a very small taste of what it would be
like to be a headline act!
We were supplied with Deluxe
Ocean View Balcony Staterooms on
deck 8, and the whole experience
was amazing! All the performers
were given a tag, which allowed
us to gain access to any of the
concerts, which were held every
night of the cruise.
Normally, the passengers were
spilt into 2 groups for meals and
shows. Some would be early dinner
and late show, and the others the
opposite.

Autograph signing
On Saturday, the artists were
given a special breakfast, then we
were placed at “band tables” for a
“signing”, which was supposed to be
1½ hours where the passengers were
allowed to approach their favourite
artists for an autograph on whatever
they wanted signed. We were of
course expecting to be sitting idly
by while the popular artists were
swamped, but amazingly, we had
a steady stream of people asking
for our autographs the whole time,
which incidentally went for 2½ hours!
A bit about Greg
The Band I was with on the cruise is
“Little Steely Brothers”, and we play
the classic hits from Little River Band,
Steely Dan, Doobie Brothers, and the
Eagles. The name came from the
names of the bands we cover, …
Little, … Steely, … Brothers! The
Eagles were added later, so
we had an Eagle included in
our logo. I have been in this
band for 6 years.
I started learning guitar
when I was 9 years old. My
Grandparents gave me a guitar
for my 9th birthday (1965).
I joined my first band in 1967. It
was a kids band (the oldest member
was 15), and we managed to get
to play weekly on a show called
“Everybody In” with Jim Illiffe in 1968.
We used to go to channel 9 once a
month, and record the following 4
weeks of songs to be played back
one day a week on the show. It was
quite an experience for a kid! The
band was called (aptly) “The Young
Ones”, and it lasted until about 1970,
when I ventured into the world of
rock bands.
In 1974 I joined a 4 piece rock
band, and we managed to find
plenty of work up and down the
coast, particularly the Gold Coast.
In 1975, we were lucky enough to
be booked to play support for Bad
Company at their Festival Hall show.
I was about 18, and too scared
to really appreciate playing to an
audience of a couple of thousand.
After all, they were there to see Bad
Company, not us!

Channel 9 promotion at Brisbane shopping centre
Image © Greg Richards

Above - Greg with Miles
Ahead at The Hacienda 1983
Left - Greg with Regos
Cloudland circa 1977
Images © Greg Richards

Little Steely Brothers, Stanthorpe Festival 2016
Image © Greg Richards

By 1982 I was lucky enough to
join a 5 piece “fusion” band called
“Freestyle” initially playing 4 nights
a week, and that lead to a few
incarnations playing up to 6 nights a
week in Brisbane and the Gold Coast.
In the late 80’s my wife Joanne and
I were running our own business,
so bands and music in general
took a back seat. In fact, I did not
even touch a guitar for 12 years,
until a drummer I had worked with
convinced me to play on his CD.
That gave me the taste again, and I
have been playing in bands regularly
again since 2000.
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Travel Australia

The big lap

01 Cable Beach
Image © Keith Trotter

Part Two
The great Australian adventure continues with Keith Trotter in part
two of his series featuring spectacular remote areas of the top end.

T

he first leg of our big lap of
Australia featured in the last
issue of Creative Traveller, and
took us from the mayhem of a capital
city like Melbourne to the isolation
of a real outback pub like the Daly
Waters Pub in the NT. It was a real
eye opener for us. During that leg
of the journey, we had a fabulous
time, picking up travel tips and hints
along the way, learning from our own
experiences and the wisdom and
experience of my brother, David.

Swimming and boat tours
This is where things start to crank
up into the next gear. By the time
we arrived at our next destination,
Mataranka, the weather was now
consistently warm (read that as
hot), and all the dry rock features
we had seen during this part of the

journey over the last 5 weeks, which
are extremely interesting and all so
different, will, for the next leg of the
journey, be supplemented with the
beauty and versatility of water. Now
the swimming and the boat tours can
begin in earnest.
Mataranka is famous for its hot
springs. There are two springs, the
“Bitter Springs” and the Mataranka
Springs. We pulled in to the Bitter
Springs caravan park and headed
straight for the crystal clear warm
water of the creek. By now, the cold
Melbourne winter we had left behind
was but a distant memory. The
thought of being able to swim at this
time of year, without the slightest hint
of cold was very exciting to us.
Once you step into the warm
water of Bitter Springs creek, you
are in a special place. Your senses

have been transformed, you take
in the natural beauty and serenity
surrounding you and realise that this
cannot be compared with anything
your friends would be doing in the
colder southern states. Stepping into
this water, and peacefully floating
down the creek is such a rewarding
experience. It’s the best thing we
have done since we left. You simply
don’t want to get out.
While you’re in town, don’t move
on until you have tried the Mataranka
springs a few km’s down the road.
It’s another warm water creek, but
they have landscaped this one and
built a pool in the middle of it. It’s
very nice, a bit like a big warm bath.
The general consensus among
most people was that Bitter Springs
was the best experience, but that’s
purely subjective.

Stunning setting
with millions of bats
Your next stop should be Katherine.
This is where you decide whether to
keep going north to Darwin, or take
a left turn and head west. We knew
where we were headed, but first we
had to collect the replacement water
pump for the van, which had died
while I was in the middle of a shower
when we were free-camping at the
Devil’s Marbles. This was the only
problem we had with the van for the
whole trip.
Katherine has a hot spring which is
similar in concept to the Mataranka
springs, having a pool in the middle.
It is also home to the famous
Katherine Gorge. There are a number
of gorges here, and a number of
different cruises to choose from. We
settled for the sunset dinner cruise,
remembering the great experience
we had with the sunset dinner / field
of light at Uluru.

Wow. This was a really special event,
cruising through the first two of the
many gorges was spectacular. I took
plenty of photos on this trip, but I’d
recommend you keep your camera
in your pocket until you get to the
second gorge. The first one is good,
but the second gorge is the one
they film the commercials in. This is
the one you want to post on social
media so your friends will recognise
it.
By the time we had finished our
cruise up the second gorge and
returned back to the first gorge, the
restaurant boat was waiting, the sun
was setting in the giant “V” at the end
of the gorge, reflecting inversely in
the water which was as still as a mill
pond. It was a stunning setting which
we felt was enhanced by having
millions and millions of bats flying
quietly and endlessly overhead, up
the gorge into the dimming light to
the east.

Then we were treated to a fabulous
dinner which was served by the
enthusiastic young staff. This is as
good as it gets we said. At least as
good as the Field of Light experience
at Uluru. Still, it gets better down the
road a bit.
Yellow water sunrise
Leaving Katherine behind, you
then follow the triangle which
incorporates Kakadu, Darwin and
Litchfield.
Kakadu can be exemplified by
visiting three places that showcase
its diversity; Yellow Water, Jim Jim
Falls and Ubirr.
I would highly recommend you do
the sunrise cruise on Yellow water.
The early morning light mixed with
the somewhat pre-historic feel of
the misty, croc infested swampland,
made for a surreal setting, giving us
some of the best sunrise photos for
our entire trip.
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02 Mataranka Bitter Springs
Image © Keith Trotter
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03 Mataranka Springs
Image © Keith Trotter
04 Katherine Gorge
Image © Keith Trotter
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Cursing and
survival
If you’re into bird-life,
this wetland has some
of the best you will see.
The early morning also
brings with it some other
flying pests, mosquitoes,
so don’t forget the insect
repellent.
There are a lot of waterfalls
in the top end, and
Jim Jim falls is one of
06 Yellow Water at dawn
Image © Keith Trotter
the best. The road in
to Jim Jim is 50km of
corrugations followed
by 8km of 4wd track. No
problems, these vehicles
are built for this. The
4wd track was no issue,
but the corrugations
caused two problems for
us. Firstly the fog light
in the bull bar fell out,
07 Saltwater Crocodile
and secondly the rear
Image © Keith Trotter
hatch wouldn’t open, it
had vibrated so much it had jammed
A touch of Mick Dundee
shut. The problem with that was our
A short walk and a relatively easy
lunch was in the esky in the back, it
climb takes you to the top of a
was hot, it was lunch time, we were
rock formation that gives you an
hungry, we couldn’t get in and it was
unparalleled view over swamp
a 2 hour drive back over the road that
land, open grass land and unique
had dislodged our fog light to find
monument like formations that lead
food. There was a lot of cursing but
the eye to the edge of Arnhem Land.
we survived.
Sit down, relax and take it all in. With
To finish the Kakadu experience,
a bit of imagination, I felt there was a
go a bit further north to Jabiru and
touch of Crocodile Dundee about it.
explore from there. Ubirr is north
of Jabiru and is the final piece in
Book in advance
the jigsaw that is Kakadu. It’s quite
There were two places where people
a spiritual place, with high quality
recommended we book in advance,
ancient rock paintings, but it is the
and that was Darwin and Broome.
view from the top of the hill that I
Anywhere else you could just rock
found quite special.
up and secure a site.

So before we even left
home, I had made the
call to the same Darwin
park my brother had
booked into. When I
called, the lady took my
booking at $55 a night
and then said “I’m going
to upgrade you”.
Beauty I thought, I’ll have
a piece of that. “Yes, I’m
upgrading you to a
site with an en-suite”.
I felt special. “Yes” she
said, “they are only
$60 a night”. That’s not
an upgrade, that’s an
up-sell. They weren’t
my thoughts, they were
Kerri’s words. I thought
I’d done well. We didn’t
need an en-suite but
it was good to use
someone else’s facilities
for a while.
36° cool spell
Darwin was hot. It was the end
of June and the forecast was
31 degrees every day, yet the
thermometer was always between 33
and 36.
Lucky for us and the locals, we
were in the middle of the cool spell
that lasts about 6 weeks. Our air-con
was never turned off.
It ran 24/7. The heat never
bothered me, I had just finished
working in the Pilbara for the last 4
years and was used to the heat, but
Kerri has always had an aversion to
hot weather and was happy when we
eventually moved further south.
Continued over
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08 Ubirr
Image © Keith Trotter

05 Jim Jim Falls
Image © Keith Trotter
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Continued from page 15

10 Brutus
ith Trotter
Image © Ke

09 Jumping croc
Image © Keith Trotter

Brutus, Tracy and the Bombing
Driving into the city is so easy.
There is a freeway on one side and
a highway on the other. Peak hour
almost doesn’t exist, except at Mindil
beach market on Thursdays and
Sundays. This iconic event is a must
for anyone visiting our northern most
city and it is recommended that
you arrive a bit early. The carpark
resembles the MCG on grand final
day. It is vibrant, colourful and a
perfect way to spend the end of
another day. Grab a bite to eat
and take a spot on the beach with
thousands of others and watch that
yellow ball in the sky turn to red as
another perfect sunset materialises.
Tourists to Darwin are confronted
with three themes. Crocodiles,
cyclone Tracy and the bombing of
Darwin. So we did all three. We chose
the Adelaide River Cruises Jumping
croc tour where we encountered
the giant croc, Brutus. Went to the
Cyclone Tracy exhibition at the Art
Gallery and chose the Bombing of
Darwin tour with host Gary “Gags”
Gallager, a character if ever there was
one. During conversation on the bus,
16
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we discovered that Gary came from
the same town as me, but moved
to Darwin over 30 years ago. It’s
great catching up with someone you
don’t know, yet you find a common
thread, in this case it was all the old
footballers and musicians from back
in the day.
favourite place to date
Moving on, you have to drive past
Litchfield National Park before you
start heading west, and if you don’t
like waterfalls, keep going. Litchfield
quickly became our favourite place
to date. These falls are sensational;
easy to access, and there is a beauty
about them that provides you with
great photo opportunities. You can
swim all day in them, just don’t
pay too much attention to all the
snakes. These water-falls are such a
welcome change to all the dry rock
formations you see when you drive
up through the centre. There are so
many of them at Litchfield, it’s easy to
forget which one is which.
Florence falls has a lookout right in
front of it, giving a classic view of this
most beautiful waterfall.
11 Florence falls
Image © Keith Trotter

We had come to the right place. For
the next two days, we crammed as
many waterfalls in as we could. Three
days would have been better, and
four would have enabled us to cover
the whole area, and even remember
the names of all these falls.

Our biggest state
Time to leave the Territory behind and start
exploring our biggest state, West Australia. It
was here we spent over half our vacation time.
There is so much to see and the place is so
big, it was mind boggling. Working our way
across the NT / WA border, we pulled into
Kununurra with the intention of staying just a
few nights. The town was nothing special, but
it is the only decent sized town for another
1000km. What soon becomes apparent is this.
It is the perfect base from which to explore
some magnificent country-side.
Let the exploration begin.
A sunset dinner cruise on Lake Kununurra
kicked things off. That was good. Two days
later, we took a flight over Lake Argyle to the
Bungle Bungles and back. This was really
good. Three days later we did the Ord River /
Lake Argyle all day cruise. This was something
else. The boat initially cruises slowly up the
55km long river, spotting wildlife while getting
a history lesson on the area. The captain
eventually unleashes over 1000 horsepower
for the last several kilometers to spirit us up
to the dam wall. We are then transferred to
another boat on Lake Argyle that appears to
take us half way across the lake, but hardly
makes a dent in the massive 60km long lake.
In the middle of nowhere, the boat stops and
everyone jumps in the lake for a swim and a
beer / wine.
These cruises were so much more than this.
If you have the time, visit Keep River national
park and Emma gorge at El Questro. They are
well worth it.
Our next big destination is Broome, but we
must remember it is about the journey, not the
destination. We bypass the Bungle Bungles
because of reports of front-end busting roads
into the park, so move onward to Fitzroy
Crossing. The park is grand, which is in stark
contrast to the town. Just out of town is Geike
gorge which makes for an interesting tour.
I have to admit that I had an obsession that
developed in Kununurra, and that was to
photograph a boab tree, or several boab trees
at sunset, with nothing between the trees and
the horizon, just like in the postcards. I drove
my poor wife nuts in this pursuit. No luck thus
far, so Derby is going to be my last chance.
We drove everywhere, and I swear Kerri was
questioning her choice of life partner, but then
with only a couple of hours till our last sunset
before leaving boab country, we came across
the Dinner tree, a massive old boab in a park
at the end of a dead end street. My life was
complete.
Continued over 4

12 Lake Argyle
Image © Keith Trotter

13 Boab at sunset
Image © Keith Trotter

14 Emma Gorge
Image © Keith Trotter
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But then, we went to the Horizontal
Falls. This takes the cake. Wow. Just
wow!

17 Horizontal falls flowing
Image © Keith Trotter

16 Landing at falls
Image © Keith Trotter

It is everything it is hyped up to be,
and then some. You are picked up at
your park and taken to the airport.
Split up into groups to fit into the
9 seater sea planes. Fly to the falls
and do a couple of laps over the
falls so we can all get a few good
photos. Land on the blue water of
the secluded bay. Shown to your
room on the house-boat, which you
will only see at bed time. Swim with
the sharks. Change. Hop on a boat
and tour the inlets. Go to the falls
and power through them, over and
over, in a 1200 horsepower speed
boat. Take lots of photos. Marvel at
the height difference of the water on
both sides and the roaring noise it
makes. Back for drinks and dinner.
Bed. Up early for a helicopter ride
over the falls. More photos. Back for
breakfast. Straight on the 1200hp
boat again for more of the same,
except this time the tide was too high
to pass through, so we drove into it
and sat there under power with the
water cascading down around us.
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Back to the houseboat, grab your stuff,
on the plane and a
couple more laps
over the falls, then
back to the airport
and home.
The exhilaration you
feel while you are there,
comes back in spades
when you get home and
think about what you have just
experienced.
Staircase to the moon
After travelling all this way so far, and
experiencing all the roadhouses and
small towns and settlements along
the way, it was nice to stay a while
in a decent sized town like Broome.
An intended eight nights turned into
ten which turned into twelve nights.
We spent many evenings driving
along Cable Beach, which is over
20km long, to watch yet another
sunset. Mostly we would go down
an hour before sunset, set up chairs
and a gas cooker, start a refreshing
beverage, and photograph the
camels walking along the beach. As
far as great holiday photos go, being
on Cable Beach just before sunset to
capture this parade was a lot of fun
and gave us some great shots.
We extended our stay twice so we
could catch the Staircase to the
moon for the 3 nights it happens;
a phenomenon that only occurs
a few times a year, and what a
phenomenon it is. This is when the
full moon rises over an easterly
facing beach at low tide, the
moonlight reflecting off the wet

sand, giving it the appearance of a
staircase reaching to the moon. I had
seen photos of it and seen timelapse footage as well, but you really
need to see it with your own eyes. It
is magical.
Tourists to Broome have a fair
choice of activities to choose from,
and we chose to go on the sunset
hovercraft tour to see the dinosaur
footprints. These are estimated to be
120 million years old. Your tour guide
involves you in the discovery of these
ancient archaeological impressions,
giving you a brief glimpse into the
past. The hovercraft ride is pretty
cool too, pulling up at sunset on the
wet sand for snacks and a beverage
of your choice.
After 12 days in Broome, we
reluctantly headed south
toward the industrial centre
of the Pilbara, Port Hedland.
We booked into the South
Hedland golf club for a
powered site, only to find the
caravan park was actually
the car park with only four
powered sites. Our power
outlet was a 10 amp unit at the
back of the building which won’t
accept the van’s 15 amp lead, so
for the first time we unpacked the
RCD (which has a 10 amp plug to fit
household power points, and have
15 amp outlets) and had electricity....
for about 20 minutes, before blowing
their fuse. To overcome this, the
manager kindly ran a 10 amp
extension lead from the kitchen and
we started again, this time turning
the air con off so it wouldn’t overload
and trip again.

18 Camels at Cable Beach
Image © Keith Trotter

Thankfully this was only an
overnighter, as we headed off for
Karijini National Park the next day.
Several years ago during the iron
ore mining boom I worked on a BHP
project at Yandi, only a couple of
hours from there, and the companies
regularly put on bus trips on our
RDO’s to Karijini, but alas I never
went. There had been a lot of hype
surrounding this place, but in our
opinion, it didn’t live up to the hype.
Maybe if we had allowed ourselves
3 nights instead of 2, if we were
younger and fitter, and if one of us
(not me) had longer legs
to negotiate the
many obstacles
in the gorges,
we would
possibly
have
loved it.

My tips to get the most out of Karijini
are: allow plenty of time.
If you go to one of the gorges (and
there are plenty of them) go in and
explore it, don’t just go to the viewing
platform, you won’t see much.
Plan one at a time. If you only have
one day, I suggest you thoroughly
explore Dale’s gorge at the resort. It’s
pretty nice.
Karratha is the other major
industrial city on the north west
coast.
We decided to stay a few nights
here, as we had not spent any time
at Port Hedland and wanted to see
what a “mining boom” city was like.
It was built in 1968 to accommodate
the workers when iron ore became
the main driver of the economy, as
the port of Dampier, 15km up the
road, did not have the land needed
to expand to this size.

19 Staircase to the moon with bats
Image © Keith Trotter

secluded pristine beach
Dampier is where we took our first
boat cruise in two weeks, cruising
around the Dampier Archipelago,
ending up at our own secluded
pristine beach. We chose Discovery
Cruising with Skipper Brad
Beaumont, an experienced fisherman
and boat operator, who also served
many years in the Australian Defence
Forces. A real character with a deep
knowledge of the area who showed
us a great time despite some pretty
ordinary weather.
We are now well over half way
through our trip and the thrill has
not abated one little bit. You never
know what is going to happen next.
When asked what was my favourite
experience, my answer is that there
were 3 things, all different that are
at the top of my list. The Horizontal
Falls was obviously one of those. The
other 2 are just around the corner.
See you next issue when we continue
our big lap.

20 Skipper Brad coming ashore
Image © Keith Trotter

“My life was

complete
... then
we went
to the

horizonal

falls”

20

Image © Keith Trotter
CreativeTravellerMag.com

creative

Traveller

Travel | Art | Life

21

Art Writing

Traditional or Self-Publishing?

One Creative’s Story
Calling all would-be authors... In this day and age it can be quite
a challenge to “get published”. What you need are some helpful
insights from a successfull author. You asked. We listened.
Read on as J.R.Poulter/J.R.McRae generously shares her vast
experience of publishers and publishing.

A

uthors can take a number of
routes to publication. I’m no
exception!
I have been published by big
traditional publishers like Hachette
and Macmillan, and medium sized
publishers like Windy Hollow and
Era. Working on Mending Lucille, for
Hachette, I was given an opportunity
not accorded most authors.
Generally, publishers keep at least
an ocean between authors and
illustrators. However, my editor let
me have a go at finding an illustrator
for the book. I found Sarah Davis.
The resulting book was a multiaward winner! Having had a taste of
collaboration with an illustrator and
a designer, I yearned to experience
more, probably because, as Mark
McLeod described me, I am a highly
visual writer. Collaboration is the
most exhilaratingly creative way to
work! I love it!
Teaching English
to Refugee Children
Weaving words and image together
continued with collaborations on
Poster Poems for a site providing
free reading material for teachers
and families to download –
Sharing Books. Collaborators and I
developed over 100 poster poems
for download. I recently heard
from teacher volunteers working in
refugee camps in Europe, that they
were using some of those downloads
to teach English to the refugee
children and their parents.
One of these posters, The Refugee,
is featured on the Australian
Children’s Poetry site.
22
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International Award
Winning Novel

Wonderful Collaborators
The next step came with the advent
of digital book making site, U-Tales,
the brain child of Nils Von Heijne.
Nils invited bona fide authors and
illustrators to join him on the site and
team up to create digital children’s
books. On that site, I met numbers
of my wonderful collaborators and
we started on a learning curve about
book design and layout.
In 2013, with an offer from a US
publisher, collaborators and I further
developed our skills. This was an even
steeper learning curve. Whilst the
publisher turned out to be scammy,
two of its staffers, in the book
production area, worked with us and
taught us a great deal about hardcopy
book layout, design and production.
I hope those two wonderful women
went on to better things with the
demise of that company recently.
2015 found us with 22 print ready
books and the need to find a new
printing outlet for our work.
I explored CreateSpace but found
libraries wouldn’t stock their books as

the paper utilised and colour image
reproduction was of too poor a quality.
I heard that many of the big publishers
were using Lightning Source/Ingram
so I investigated Ingram Spark, the
arm of the former company that dealt
with self-published authors. The
paper and image reproduction were
much better but prices kept changing,
costs appeared from nowhere and,
worst for me, the company had no
way of splitting revenues with
co-creators.
finding solutions
The ideal would have been to publish
through an Australian company of
printers working through China. Muza
Ulasowski did take this path for the
hardcopy of our book, Getting Home,
and the result was a truly beautiful
picture book. However, with now
closer to 30 books to get out, that
was not a cost I could meet, nor
could I warehouse the number of
books I would have had to purchase
to make that option viable.
I had to find another way…
Dandi Palmer, one of my awesome
collaborators, had published a
volume of illustrated children’s
poems with me some years ago.
Dandi put our book, Inside the
Looking Glass, up on Lulu. There had
been a lot of changes on Lulu in the
interim so I decided to investigate…
I contacted Robert ‘Bob’ Young,
owner, who responded quickly and
put me in touch with his CEO, Nigel
Mark Lee. Once again, I was amazed
at how quickly I received a response!
Nigel steered me to his awesome
staff in the USA.

They have been so professional, so
responsive – just plain amazing to
work with. The books? The paper
quality is better than Ingram Spark,
the colours leap off the page and
the covers glow! We are really happy
with the production values and the
wonderful service we have had!
If you cannot afford to publish via
printers and/or warehouse stock,
I can’t recommend Lulu highly
enough!
A few comparisons
 Colour reproduction – Lulu is in a
class of its own.
• Libraries won’t accept
Createspace full colour picture
books
• Lulu paper and image quality is
better than Ingram Spark
 Royalty splitting for co-creatives –
Lulu has this tied up too!
• Neither Createspace nor Ingram
Spark provide such a facility
 Ease of site use for creatives –
Lulu is infinitely easier than Ingram
Spark
• Whilst Lulu and Createspace
are touted as easy to use,
Ingram Spark is considered very
user UNfriendly, even for black
and white publications.
 Cost for Creatives to create a full
colour book – Lulu is far more
cost effective than Ingram Spark,
especially when it comes to
paperback.
 Customer service/trouble
shooting assistance – Lulu is VERY
helpful! Wonderful staff!

Icing on the cake Little Bitty Octopus is on the Lulu
Holiday Gift Guide, STAFF PICKS list
for Christmas! AWESOME!

Art Photography
Life as a Professional

Photographer
What is life like when your passion becomes your profession? We interview
the multi-award winning photographer Albert Lam to find out.

E

verybody loves to take
photographs these days but
most people are snapping
away with mobile phones or portable
devices of some kind.

For those of us in the creative
industry, who take our images more
seriously, we have been granted
an interview with Singapore-based,
professional photographer
Albert Lam.
life as a professional
photographer
Q. What inspired you to take up
photography in the first place?
A. The Art of seeing. converting 3D
to 2D. I find photography very easy to
master.
Q. What caused you to choose
photography as a business?
A. I don’t have a fixed 9-5 job and I
have many things to learn or do. Life
is short so make the most out of it to
gain life experiences.
Q. Were there any challenges in
turning your love of photography into
a business?
A. Singapore is a financial city
and there is no place for arts. So
Photographers can’t make a decent
earning in Singapore unlike Australia.
Q. Do you have any favourite creative
software?
A. I use Adobe Lightroom &
Photoshop only.

24

CreativeTravellerMag.com

photography awards
Q. Could you tell us please about
some of the awards you’ve won?

tips for photographers
Q. Do you have a favourite
photograph or series?

A. I won more than 50 awards during
the initial 3-4 years of competition
internationally. I got tired after a
while.

A. My best series will be my next
assignment.

I have 4 Fellowships qualification
with the Master Photographers
Association (FMPA in Illustrative &
FMPA in Performing Arts)(2006)(UK);
The British Professional
Photographers Associates (FSWPP in
Portraits in 2007);
Honorary Fellowship with the
Singapore Color Photographic
Societyin 2003;
Three Associate Distinctions in
Portrait , Architecture, Commercial in
1998 (AMPA) with the MPA.
The awards won with the MPA were:
1. Master Commercial & Industrial
Photographer of the Year 2000
2. Singapore Master Photographer of
the Year 2006
3. BIPP/ MPA Overseas Portrait
Photographer of the Year 2007
4. BIPP/ MPA Overseas Avant Garde
Portrait Photographer 2007
5. BIPP/ MPA Overseas Press & PR
Photographer 2007
6. BIPP/MPA Overseas Event
Photographer 2008
7. MPA Overseas Architecture
Photographer of the Year 2009
8. Michael H. Kellicutt International
Photo Show: Overall Second prize.
California USA. 2008
9. Wedding & Portrait Photographer
International (WPPI) Accolade Of
Excellence. In 2008

“Handle all
assignments

calmly”
Q. Do you have any tips to help our
budding photographers?
A. Firstly Passion. You’ve got to
be passionate in what you do. Go
an extra mile to achieve more
even though your client brief is
achievable. Handle all assignments
calmly and finish them one at a time.
Handle your subject with a broader
perspective and point of view. Do
not fixate on what you see on other
Photographers work, trying to
achieve it. You only can be the very
most in par with him and not better!
Creativity should be like water. It
flows everywhere! So be water.
Finally be happy. Only happiness
leads you places. Not money.

Pictorial of Albert’s lovely
Christmas Light photographs
follows over page.
01 A special selfie for the Christmas edition.
Image © Albert Lam
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02 Christmas light pictorial.
Images © Albert Lam
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Art Picture Books

gorgeous

illustrated books
Whether you’re an illustrator looking for inspiration, or a parent looking
for a quality gift for your little one, these stunning books represent
some of the best available this season.

D

iscovery Globe
Build Your Own
Written by Leon Gray.
Illustrated by Sarah Edmonds.
I can’t begin to tell you how excited
I am by this. My inner child reached
out and grabbed this “globe in a box’
with greedy joy.
First of all the recipient of this
marvelous gift gets to make their
own spinning world globe. As if that’s
not enough, your explorer’s guide
helps you to discover the amazing
diversity of life from the natural world
to megacities and beyond to outer
space.
Beautifully illustrated by Sarah
Edmonds, there is so much cool stuff
to explore in this fun book. Take the
section on biomes. This chapter talks
about the taiga, the polar regions
and deserts, then asks a relevant
question which you can answer by
referring to the model globe you
have created.
Here’s an example.
The northern ice cap is on water. In
which ocean is it located?
Here’s another example from the
Extreme Earth chapter.
The “Ring of Fire” is an area around
the Pacific Ocean with many
volcanoes. Can you find five countries
in Asia that border the Pacific Ocean?
This delightful project book would tie
in very nicely with our next book by
Dieter Braun. Check out the Super
Dooper Christmas Giveaway to nab a
copy for yourself!
ISBN 9781406378474
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Walker Books, 2017
Reviewed by Jenni Onn
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Continued from page 29

W

ild Animals of the South
Written and illustrated by
Dieter Braun

Visually stunning, this book is
designed to pique the interest
of children and grown ups in the
amazing animals of the Southern
Hemisphere.
Some animals have only names
[common and scientific] and some
have a paragraph of entertaining
information, but it is the images that
will lead the reader to delve into
other books and websites to find out
more.
Divided into 5 parts – Africa, South
America, Antarctica, Australia and
Asia, maps introduce the book and
each section.
There is a visual index, with page
numbers, for children at the back.
This beautifully produced tome, is
the perfect way to introduce children
to the wonderfully exotic animals
and birds that inhabit our southern
hemisphere!
ISBN 9781909263970
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Flying Eye Books, 2017
Reviewed by Jenny Poulter
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Life Christmas Gifts

Beautiful Gift books

Early Childhood:Lower Primary Selection

P

lay
By Jez Alborough, Flying Eye
Books/Walker Books, 2017.

Beautifully simple, minimal, rhyming
text, and stunning, gently humorous
images detail the story of wide-awake
baby Bobo and an ever increasingly
tired-out Mummy. This is the sort of
story that will be turned to again and
again at bedtime. Bobo wants to play,
play, play! Mummy’s drooping eyelids
say ‘into bed and stay.’ Bobo crams in
just a few more adventures before the
end of day and then the colours fade
away… Hopefully, baby will be asleep
by then…
Fans of “Hug” will welcome the
reappearance of this cheeky little
monkey!

C

inderella, a ThreeDimensional Fairy-tale
Theatre
By Jane Ray, Walker Books, 2017
Exquisitely detailed, layered images
create a three dimensional telling of
this classic fairy-tale in panorama
style, It put me in mind of the
wonderful pantomimes that livened
holiday theatre when I was a child.
Each of these lovely scenes
creates its own stage for the story’s
telling. Fold-out flaps at the edge of
each panorama give the tale in all its
classic wonder.
ISBN 9781406377842

Walker Books, 2017
Reviewed by Jenny Poulter

ISBN 9781406373073

Flying Eye Books, 2017
Reviewed by Jenny Poulter

ABC

Beautifully presented in a brightly
striped and sturdy slipcase, is
a paper-engineering wonder of
an alphabet! Each clever spread
represents one or more letters of
the alphabet. Clues are provided by
the tiny, embossed letters, artfully
hidden in each spread. A book for
parents or grandparents to use to
educate and amuse the little ones!
[Collectors of cleverly crafted paperengineering will want one too!]
ISBN 978-0-7636-9007-6

Candlewick Studio, 2017
Reviewed by Jenny Poulter

In our launch issue we offered up “Koala”, by Claire Saxby, illustrated by Julie Vivas and
“A is for Australian Animals, a factastic tour” written and illustrated by Frané Lessac.

Middle School Selection

POP_UP

By Courtney Watson McCarthy,
Candlewick Studio, 2017

Reader Rewards: The Fab Giveaway

For a Family Christmas

M

erry Christmas
Mary Christmas
Written by Laurie Friedman.
Illustrated by Kathryn Durst.
We usually feature non-fiction books
but at this time of the year, this is a
title we couldn’t resist.
Let’s look at the illustrator first.
Kathryn Durst works as an animator,
a filmmaker and a puppeteer, as well
as an illustrator and lives in Canada
with her mini dachshund, Chili Dog.
Kathryn’s cheery cartoon style
illustrations set the scene for author
Laurie Friedman’s humorous story
about how the Christmas family
learn to dial down the materialistic
overload of the celebration. With
Santa’s help Mary discovers a more
fulfilling way to enjoy the festive
season.
The story reflects the authors love
of fun, food, family, friends and how
they come to the fore at Christmas.

W

here’s Wally
The Totally Terrific Tin
Set of 3 Where’s Wally
Books by Martin Handford in gift tin,
Walker Books, 2017.
My boys went totally ape over these
books. Have to admit I did too!
So here’s Wally, back for another
generation of find and seekers,
in the perfect way to keep young
minds busy on a long holiday haul,
be it plane, train or automobile, or
those odd, dreaded rainy holidays.
It’s education – attention to detail,
focusing the mind – and ensures
peace and quiet in the backseat!
ISBN 9781406374926

Walker Books, 2017
Reviewed by Jenny Poulter

T

he Amazing Animal Atlas

By Dr Nick Crumpton and Gaia
Bordicchia, Walker Books, 2017.
A big atlas, lavishly presented with
fold out pages, it gives a panorama
of the creatures of each sector of the
regions of our world.
If you are travelling overseas, this is
a truly wonderful way to give a child
a taste of the animal wonders waiting
in your destination country.
The animal images are stunning,
coupled with maps of each region
and fascinating facts, this is a book
to absorb the curious young explorer
and a wonderful addition to the
home/library reference shelf!
ISBN 9781909263116

Walker Books, 2017
Reviewed by Jenny Poulter

ISBN 9781467792615

Chrissy H. was thrilled to have a special gift for her new grandson
and the baby’s uncle (Chrissy’s son), was happy to pose for a photo.
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Carolrhoda Books, 2017
Reviewed by Jenni Onn
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Beautiful Gift Books

Older Children:Young Adult Selection

Reader Rewards

Three FABULOUS Giveaways!

Joy to the world!

T

he Wonderling
By Mira Bartok, Walker Book
2017

Dickensian in tone and
characterization, this is an epic
fantasy read!
Arthur, the foxling, has been, from
earliest memory, impounded in a
‘workhouse’ for unwanted creatures.
The story of how he finds a way to
believe in himself and so believe in
a better future, summonsing up the
courage to seek out that future, is
the quest of this wonderfully curious
saga!
The weird and wonderful creatures
he meets along the way, ruthless
rats, tinkering tweety-bird, poetic
mice, a manticore and the no less
fantastic humans– well, you’ll have to
read it to find out!.
ISBN 9781406370645

Walker Books, 2017
Reviewed by Jenny Poulter

T

he City of Secret Rivers
By Jacob Sager Weinstein,
Walker Books, 2017.

T

he Dollmaker of Krakow
By R. M. Romero, illustrated by
Tomislav Tomic, Walker Books,

2017.

This could have been titled “Alice in
Wonderland Goes Under World!”
Fast-paced, cracking storytelling,
this is woven around really and truly
existing historical places in London!
Think “National Treasure” or “Da
Vinci Code” for a younger readership
and with a lighter, more humorous
touch.
Fantastical adventures with
offbeat characters and a giant
porcine creature vie with everyone’s
recognizably eccentric mother to
keep heroine Hyacinth on her toes!
Go girl!
ISBN 9781406368857

Walker Books, 2017
Reviewed by Jenny Poulter

It’s time for some Bookish Treats!
Like an overfed Grandad after
Christmas lunch, our Reader
Rewards Vault is Filled to the
Brim with goodies for YOU!
There are THREE fabulous book packs to choose from.

The writing is utterly beautiful,
powerful, poetic!
This unusual book is both a fairy
story and a dark, historically based
fiction. Told through the vehicle of a
Dollmaker and a frail, glass-hearted
doll, the reader is drawn into the
depths of Nazi occupied Europe and
the plight of a neighbour, a Jewish
violinist, and his daughter.
Not all fairy stories have happy
endings, certainly not all histories.
But they serve to make us aware and
wary – aware of what potential there
is for evil in the world, and wary lest it
slip under our guard and overtake us.
Yes, there is sadness in this lovely
and terrible story but there is also
hope and it is the hope that shines!
ISBN 9781406375633

Walker Books, 2017
Reviewed by Jenny Poulter

Would you like the littlies “Early Childhood”
pack, for the cute set?
Would you like the “Middle School”
pack, for the fun set?
Or would you like the “Young Adult”
pack, for the cool for school set?
To go into the draw for one of our
THREE FABULOUS CHRISTMAS GIVEAWAYS
send an email to
giveaway@CreativeTravellerMag.com before 15 December and
tell us which books you’d love to own and why.
A zillion thanks to Walker Books for these Fabulous Book Sets!
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Life Business
I decided to start a home-based
daycare which catered for 25 dogs a
week. Fast forward to 2017 and THE
HOUND HUTT has taken over where
WOOFYS left off and the daycare
industry is alive and well in Brisbane
and Australia and we have 25 dogs
a day visiting our daycare plus
grooming.
This has been the best journey of
my life and I am living my passion
everyday. It is exactly what I am
supposed to do in life and now I can
honestly say that I have no regrets!
Overcoming obstacles
Q. What were your major obstacles in
getting off the ground?

Welcome to

the hound hutt
Can you imagine a business where you MUST play with cute
little dogs and puppies all day? Maybe the road was long, but
now Suzi McLennan-Lyon shares her journey from her first job
to “living her passion” everyday!

W

hen you think of business,
it doesn’t usually involve
puppies, but this snippet
of inspiration does as we interview
the founder and chief doggie carer
from The Hound Hutt.
a new life chapter
Q. What process/thinking caused
you to decide to start a puppy day
care?
A. After 14 years in the Department
of Defence, my first job, I decided
to take a redundancy package and

36

CreativeTravellerMag.com

01 Suzi with one of her cutest clients.
Images © Trevor Onn

start a new chapter in my life. I had
suffered a breakdown whilst working
in Defence and I concluded that was
the best thing that had happened to
me because it told me I wasn’t happy
and it wasn’t a heart attack. I knew
there was something else out there
for me and I knew I didn’t want to
leave this world with regrets so I took
the leap and have never looked back.

things I could do. At that stage in
my life if you had asked me what my
passion was I wouldn’t have been
able to answer you. All I knew is I
loved dogs thanks to my dog Pascal.
We knew of this thing called dog
daycare in the United States and we
worked on bringing this concept to
Australia. So I knew what I was going
to do.

When I was getting ready to leave
my Mum and I were sitting on the
back deck of my house in Stafford,
Brisbane brainstorming about what

Dog Daycare was an unknown
industry in Australia in 2003 so I had
to create one here in Brisbane as well
as my business, WOOFYS.

“Every day
I go to a place

I love ...
and get heaps of

snuggles”

When I do a 10 hour day with our
dogs and then go out and see a dog
and go gaga over them then I know
I am operating in my passion and
loving every minute of it!
Q. What do you love about this
industry?
A. I absolutely love the dogs and the
people. I love that the majority of
people who go into the dog industry
are doing so solely to better the lives
of our dogs and their parents. They
have the dogs’ best interest at heart
and they operate as a voice for our
gorgeous fur kids. I love that every
dog we touch is bettered for the
experience and we are improving
them and making their lives happy.

A. The main obstacle was being
so new and not having any one in
local or state government who knew
what to do with us. You get these
conflicting pieces of advice and then
you have to find a middle ground
to operate. As long as you are
flexible and fluid and able to move
your business around to meet the
changes you will be fine.
I always say when I am developing
my business and marketing plans
that they are never set in concrete
and can be manipulated as needed.
I think that is one of the best pieces
of advice I can give, and to get every
piece of advice in writing.
business highlights
Q. What were some of your highlights
in developing the business?
A. The I love the planning and
anticipation aspect to developing
and operating my businesses. I love
the graphic design, the business
planning, the setup and the opening.
You are nervous that your business
will succeed and when you open
and present your heart to the public
and they love it and embrace it,
there is no better feeling. Having
my business operate with my most
loved little souls is a match made
in heaven. It doesn’t feel like work.
It feels like reward and happiness
every day.
02 Suzi with a tiny fur baby.
Images © Trevor Onn

Continued over
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I love the support and comradery
that forms between dog people in
the industry and how friendships are
formed.
The true business people in this
industry do not operate under the
competitor/scarcity model. We
operate under the “more than enough
to go around” and partnership/
network models. This is so rewarding
and when you have a bad day (and
you do have the odd one) that you
can go to others and share the
experience and they “get you”.
Q. What benefits does this work bring
to your life?
A. Every day I get to go to a place
that I love, with people I like, and get
heaps of snuggles and cold nose
comfort. How does it get better than
that? As I get older I realise two main
things to be true in life:
1. Life is way too short to be doing
something that you hate; and
2. Work is an important component
of our mental wellbeing.
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When I was younger there would be
no way I would have said the latter.
I was working in a job I hated and
hadn’t found my passion so work was
a drudgery. Now I love going to work
and the social aspect is increasingly
important to my wellbeing. Getting
up in the morning with a purpose is
so underrated and is so important.
Just make sure you are getting
up to do something you love and
everything else slips into place.
Q. What advice would you give to
a sole entrepreneur who wants to
create a new project?
A. The main piece of advice is be
happy and love love love what you
do and what you are creating. There
will be days when you think “I can’t
do this anymore”. Always know these
will pass and as long as you love
what you do you will get up the next
morning and make things happen.
Don’t be afraid to make changes to
your business and your life. You now
have control over what happens in
your life and you also must take the

consequences. As long as you know
this then you can make amazing
things happen.
Surround yourself with people
who are or have been in successful
business for themselves. Most
people (friends and family) when you
start out will give you their opinions
and concerns about leaving a job
and running your own business.
Remember the majority of these
people are and will always be
employed by other business owners,
which is fine, however they have
never run a business. Listen only to
your inner voice and stay strong and
true to yourself and your vision.
Ultimately, have fun, operate with
integrity, do the things that others
don’t/won’t do, learn, grow and love.
How can you go wrong??

Suzi McLennan-Lyon
Director
THE HOUND HUTT
thehoundhutt.com.au

JOIN US AT

Art
LifePictorial
Fitness & Health

tips for keeping

ART
ACTIVATION
PICTORIAL
Healthy and Fit
UKULELE WINNERS PAINTING THEIR PRIZES

This Christmas

According to fitness guru Crystal Gibson,
you are allowed to let your hair down and
relax over the Christmas break. Here are some
suggestions from the healthy gym crowd.

Y

ou are allowed to let your
hair down and relax over the
Christmas break. You shouldn’t
feel guilty for getting involved in the
Christmas cheer.
Here are just a couple of simple
easy tips on how not to blow out over
Christmas, from the members who
train at Brisbane Fitness Empire and
what they do.
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BRISBANE’S

To take up this offer or for more information contact us today.
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Phone
0424 382 697
Email
brisfitempire@gmail.com
or drop in and see us at 3/37 Windorah St Stafford.

www.BrisbaneFitnessEmpire.com.au
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invite a writer
If you’d like to invite a writer to review you please send details to
Editor@CreativeTravellerMag.com
Our schedules are tight so please be patient. If your service/project/
business aligns with our upcoming features we will contact you to make
further arrangements.

write for
creative traveller

subscribe to
creative traveller
If you received this copy from a
friend and you’d like to enjoy the
same free digital subscription go to
www.CreativeTravellerMag.com
and enter your details, or send an email
to jenni.onn@CreativeTravellerMag.com
and I’ll sort it for you.

Remember we are a quarterly publication
so you can expect the next issue in 2018.

Would you like to submit an article?
As the tagline says, we feature travel, art and life. This means we
look for articles that suit women and men with a sense of adventure,
a creative spirit and a curious mind. Your writing style needs to be
friendly, approachable and full of wit. Humour is welcome.
Due to impending deadlines and time schedules, we may not be able to
provide feedback unless your article is of interest.
Please email Editor@CreativeTravellerMag.com to submit a proposal or
make further enquiries.

advertiser voucher

order a print copy

If you’d like a printed copy of this magazine please send an email to
Editor@CreativeTravellerMag and we will organize payment and post
you a copy of the glossy print version of this issue.
The print version of this magazine is $12.95 per copy plus $2.50 postage
within Australia. Delivery to countries outside of Australia can also be
arranged with postage fees according to Australia Post rates.

Would you like us to feature you in an upcoming edition?

If you’d like an annual subscription to the lovely glossy print copy please
send your request to Editor@CreativeTravellerMag and we will organize
it for you so you never miss an issue!

If you’d like to see your ad in glorious colour in our digital or print magazine
please contact us at AdvertisingManager@CreativeTravellerMag.com

next issue

Here’s a no-catch, terrific $100 voucher you can use for ANY size ad in
the first 2018 Edition. Yep that’s right. $100 off any ad of your choice.
There are only 20 spaces available at this rate so be quick! Just be in the
first 20 to claim this offer and it’s yours! You can download the Media Page
here. http://www.creativetravellermag.com/files/Creative-traveller-art-specs-sec.pdf
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Our upcoming issue sees us visiting the incredible landscapes and relaxed
townships of New Zealand, home to Hobbits, wild seals, Hector’s dolphins,
penguins and strange birds. Plus we’ll continue our trip across the vast
outback of Australia with “The Big Lap”. Why don’t you write in and
tell us something you’d like learn more about! See you next time!
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